Book reviews
The Kidney An Outline of Normal and Abnormal Structure and Function by H E de Wardener MBE MD FRCP 3rd ed pp viii +408 illustrated 60s London: J & A Churchill 1967 The popularity of this book has automatically demanded revision, hence this new third edition. The pattern of presentation is unaltered. Three chapters in the second edition (effect of ansesthesia, emotion and disturbances of CNS, and functional disorders of suprarenal gland on renal function) have been omitted without loss, whilst the remaining chapters have been partially or extensively revised. Major changes have been made to those concerned with renal function, selective disturbances of tubular function, unilateral renal disease and hypertension, the treatment of renal function, renal infections and the effect of uric acid on renal function, areas where new knowledge has accumulated in the last few years.
The book, which by now requires no introduction, retains its previous high standard. Perhaps it is inevitable that some errors have either remained or been added (see Fig 8) but these are minor and the work will retain its great popularity among those undergraduates who wish to reach a high standard and among postgraduate students. The first edition of this book which can be regarded as the virologists' counterpart to Bergey's 'Manual of Determinative Bacteriology' was first published in 1964. This second edition incorporates much new information, gleaned from over 2,000 articles in the last three years. The arrangement is essentially the same as before, with the classification broadly based on type of viral nucleic acid, the arrangement of protein subunits and the presence or absence of a surrounding envelope. Detailed discussion of the principles of virus classification is avoided since this is a subject of vigorous debate at the moment. The book is simply a list of the known vertebrate viruses, each being described under about twelve headings which include physical, chemical, pathogenic and antigenic properties. Each chapter ends with a carefully selected bibliography.
As a result of recent work it has been possible to add several new viruses and to classify some of the others more accurately. A major change has been the exclusion of detailed accounts of the psittacosis group of organisms (Chlamydozoacee), which are now considered to be more closely related to bacteria.
This book is valuable since it is the only one which describes the essential properties of so many animal viruses and it should be on the shelves of all virus laboratories. This slim monograph on the author's experience of treating barbiturate poisoning was originally published in Germany in 1965; it now appears in an English edition. The material used by the author was collected in Cologne during the years 1951-61; during this period 3,175 cases of poisoning were resuscitated. During the years 1955-61, the author, who is head of the Department of Anesthesia of the Neurological Clinic of Cologne University, succeeded in reducing mortality following barbiturate poisoning to 2-14 %. In view of this vast experience and low mortality the author's views deserve consideration. He makes many valid and pertinent observations, amongst them the need for resuscitating the patient and instituting supportive therapy before transferring the patient to hospital, the uselessness of washing out the stomach unless within four hours of ingestion of the poison and the dangers of this manceuvre in unconscious patients. He rightly stresses supportive therapy for ventilation and circulation, although one doubts the present relevance of Sylvester and Nielson methods of resuscitation. Disappointingly little is said about heemodialysis and forced diuresis. The main discussion centres on the effectiveness of 'anisthesiological methods' of treatment relative to relying solely on analeptic drugs; unfortunately
